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Project Summary  
The habitat-rich White River is known for its diverse aquatic fauna, its beautiful spring-
fed tributaries, and its water quality.  The White River system supports more than 160 
species of fishes and hundreds of species of aquatic insects, mussels, and other 
invertebrates.  The West Fork of the White River originates south of Winslow, Arkansas 
and counts as its tributaries, Town Branch, Cato Springs, Rock Creek, and many other 
contributing streams.  The West Fork joins the Middle Fork just below Lake Sequoyah, 
and together, the streams flow for about 13 miles to the upper reaches of Beaver Lake.  
Beaver Lake is the primary water supply source for the 300,000+ residents of Benton and 
Washington counties.  The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality assessed a 
33.4-mile section of the West Fork east of Fayetteville and north to the upper reaches of 
Beaver Lake “as not supportive” of aquatic life.  The major cause is high turbidity and 
excessive silt loads from three primary sources:  1) agriculture land clearing; 2) road 
construction and maintenance; and 3) gravel removal from streambeds. 
 
The goal of this project was to address the sediment loading which impaired the West 
Fork of the White River and Beaver Lake through a dual approach of education and 
community partnership building.  This was determined to be the best long term solution 
to resolve the water quality issues facing the West Fork and its downstream reservoir, 
Beaver Lake. 
 
To accomplish this goal Audubon has developed an education and partnership-building 
initiative in the West Fork.  They started by putting together a team consisting of private 
citizens and nonprofit organizations to work with local and state agencies in developing 
specific watershed conservation plans.  In addition to the developing the team, Audubon 
worked closely with the Washington County Cooperative Extension Service and the 
University of Arkansas to build upon their current education efforts.  Public awareness of 
BMP was a priority in this project, and a great deal of the effort was put into educating 
the public on watershed awareness.  A demonstration project was developed at the 
Landers Auto-Plex in Fayetteville during which informational materials that addressed 
watershed issues including: non-point water pollution, its forms, and its impacts on water 
quality and watershed health were discussed and disseminated.  This material was put 
together using the information the team and others collected.  To close out the project 
Audubon developed a Watershed Restoration Strategy Plan that included next steps for 
the following years.   
 


